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Planning Official  Date 
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This Certificate is in addition to any permits or approvals that are required by municipal, state and federal law. 
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Owner: Doug Edasi Applicant: Grace Cynkar, SWCA Environmental Consultants   

Date Application Accepted: 12/31/2013 90-day Waiver: N/A  
 

SITE INFORMATION: 

Lot 8, Block 8, Westmoreland Subdivision, City of Houston, Harris County, Texas. The site includes a 2,094 
square foot residence situated on a 6,250 square foot lot.  

TYPE OF APPROVAL REQUESTED: Demolition – Contributing stucco two-story single-family residence 

The applicant proposes to demolish the two-story contributing residence on site on the basis of unusual or 
compelling circumstance as described in the Houston Code of Ordinances, Historic Preservation, Section 33-
247(d).  

Applicant Written Request:  

The house at 206 Marshall Street has [lost] its historic integrity. The loss of the larger, primary residential building 
on Lot 9 and the addition of modern town homes destroyed its original setting and feeling. Likewise, the two 
unsympathetic one-story additions to the house removed the majority of the historic materials and compromised 
the design and workmanship attributes. Of the original house exterior, only four windows, the hipped roofline, and 
the extended eaves remain. The interior has no remaining historic fabric on the ground floor. The second floor 
retains some of the original window trim and molding. 

Due to this significant loss of historic integrity and original materials, the house at 206 Marshall Street no longer 
meets the minimum requirements to be designated as a “contributing” resource within the Westmoreland historic 
district and its status should be changed to “non-contributing.” It is not economically feasible to restore the house 
based on what little remains of the original building. The demolition request is made based on the existence of an 
unusual or compelling circumstance – the misclassification of the house. 

Property Description:  

The structure subject to the demolition is a stucco two-story wood frame single-family residence. The residence 
measures 45’-8” wide and maximum 53’-9” deep. The two-story residence is built on a pier and beam foundation. 
The roof is hipped and the front (north) façade has a projecting 27’ wide addition with a shed roof that is built on a 
slab foundation. The residence also features a one-story shed addition on the east elevation, a one-story shed 
addition on the west elevation, and a one-story shed roof addition on the rear elevation. All additions are built on 
slab foundations. Two original windows remain on the second floor of the front (north) façade and one remains on 
the east elevation and one on the west elevation.    

HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE: 

The property is contained within the boundary of the Westmoreland Historic District which was designated in 
February 2008. At the time of the district survey, the two-story residence was classified as ‘potentially contributing’ 
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and was listed as a Prairie/Craftsman-influenced style constructed circa 1920. Westmoreland, established in 
1902, has a historic period of significance spanning from the1880s through the 1940s. 

Materials provided by the applicant provide evidence that the addition to the structure’s front façade was 
constructed in 1951.   

Evidence provided within this report, along with the architectural materials and features of the structure, suggest 
that the residence was constructed in the 1930s or early 1940s. The massing, setback, architectural style, 
features, and construction date are compatible with the historic character of the Westmoreland Historic District. 
The 200 block of Marshall contains eleven properties of which six are contributing. All contributing structures are 
two-story residences.  

Below is an excerpt from the 1997 Westmoreland Historic District Designation Report: 

“According to the National Register nomination, the Westmoreland Historic District encompasses Houston’s first 
planned, elite residential neighborhood. Platted in August 1902 as a 44-acre subdivision of the Obedience Smith 
Survey, the 12 block addition was located in open countryside at the southwest corner of the city of Houston. The 
planning of the addition and the design and scale of its houses reflect trends in the development of residential real 
estate and domestic architecture in early 20th-century Houston. 

The mixture of Late Victorian-era, Queen Anne style homes, Colonial Revival houses and many Craftsman 
influenced style homes, reflects architecturally the historic district’s transitional stage from late 19th-century 
patterns of suburban domestic habitation to those characteristic of the 20th-century. The architectural diversity of 
its housing stock enhances the district’s association with community development patterns of suburban growth in 
Texas during the early 20th-century. Evaluated within the context of Suburban Development in Texas, 1881-1945, 
the district was listed in the National Register of Historic Places on August 16, 1994 (N.R. Reference No. 
94000859).”   

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Staff received 39 letters of support for granting the demolition request. See Attachment A.  
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APPROVAL CRITERIA  

Sec. 33-247. DEMOLITION OF LANDMARK, PROTECTED LANDMARK, OR CONTRIBUTING STUCTURE, 
OR WITHIN ARCHAEOLIGICAL SITE 

(a) The issuance of a certificate of appropriateness for the demolition of a landmark, a protected landmark, or a 
contributing structure, or for the demolition of a building, structure or object on or in an archaeological site shall 
be subject to the establishment of an (c) unreasonable economic hardship or the establishment of an (d) unusual 
and compelling circumstance. 

(c) Determination of the existence of an unreasonable economic hardship shall be based upon the following 
criteria: 

 S    D   NA  S - satisfies     D - does not satisfy     NA - not applicable 

       (1) That the property is incapable of earning a reasonable return, without regard to whether the 
return is the most profitable return, including without limitation, whether the costs of 
maintenance or improvement of the property exceed its fair market value;  

       (2) That the property cannot be adapted for any other use, whether by the current owner, by a 
purchaser or by a lessee, that would result in a reasonable return;  

       (3) That efforts to find a purchaser or lessee interested in acquiring the property and 
preserving it have failed; and 

       (4) If the applicant is a nonprofit organization, determination of an unreasonable economic 
hardship shall instead be based upon whether the denial of a certificate of appropriateness 
financially prevents or seriously interferes with carrying out the mission, purpose, or 
function of the nonprofit corporation 

OR 

(d)  Determination of the existence of an unusual and compelling circumstance shall be based upon the 
following criteria: 

       (1) That current information does not support the historic or archaeological significance of this 
building, structure or object or its importance to the integrity of an historic district, if 
applicable; 

       (2) Whether there are definite plans for reuse of the property if the proposed demolition is 
carried out and what effect such plans have on the architectural, cultural, historical or 
archaeological character of the surrounding area; and 

       (3) Whether reasonable measures can be taken to save the building, structure or object from 
further deterioration, collapse, arson, vandalism or neglect. 

   

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval of the COA 
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Site Location Map 

 

 

  

206 Marshall 
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Applicant Provided Exhibits: 

A. Current photographs Pg. 7-16 

B. Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1924-1950, 1924-1951 Pg. 17-18 

C. Harris County Tax Records- Block Books 1936-1941 Pg. 19-23 

D. Addition Building Permit Pg. 24 

E. Site Surveys  Pg. 25-26 

 
Staff Supplemental Review Materials: 
  

 
 

1. Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, Block 8, Lot 8: 1924-1950 Pg. 27-30 

 
Indicates structure was built prior to 1934. 
 

 

2. Google Earth Historic Aerial Photos, Block 8, Lot 8 Pg. 31 

 
Indicates subject structure existed in 1944. 
 

 

3. HCAD Property Entry Pg. 32 

 
Indicates subject structure was built in 1930. 
 

 

4. Westmoreland Footprints and Contributing Structures Map Pg. 33 

 
Shows setbacks, massing and contributing structures on 200 block of Marshall. 
 

 

5. District Inventory Pg. 34-36 

 
Shows that secondary structures and features were classified as “contributing.” 
 

 

6. Harris County Tax Records Pg. 37 

 
Shows that 206 Marshall was independently owned by 1940. 
 

 

7. Detail Photos Pg. 38-40 

 
Shows condition of historic details of subject structure. 
 

 

8. Neighboring Property Photos Pg. 41-45 

 
Shows variety of structures on 200 block of Marshall. 
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APPLICATION MATERIALS – A 

Current Photographs: Front (South) Elevation & Detail 
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APPLICATION MATERIALS – A 

Current Photographs: Front (South) Elevation & Detail 
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APPLICATION MATERIALS – A 

Current Photographs: Front (South) Elevation & Detail 
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APPLICATION MATERIALS – A 

Current Photographs: Front (South) Elevation & Detail 
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APPLICATION MATERIALS – A 

Current Photographs: Front (South) Elevation 
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APPLICATION MATERIALS – A 

Current Photographs: Front (North) Elevation Front and Rear Additions 
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APPLICATION MATERIALS – A  

Current Photographs: Rear (South) Elevation & East Elevation 
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APPLICATION MATERIALS – A 

Current Photographs: East & West Elevations 
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APPLICATION MATERIALS – A 

Current Photographs:  Details 
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APPLICATION MATERIALS – A 

Current Photographs:  Details 
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APPLICATION MATERIALS – A 

Current Photographs:  Details 
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APPLICATION MATERIALS – B  

Sanborn Fire Insurance Map: 1924-1950 

 

 

 

  

206 
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APPLICATION MATERIALS - B 

Sanborn Fire Insurance Map: 1924-1951 
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APPLICATION MATERIALS – C  

Block Books: 1936 
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APPLICATION MATERIALS – C  

Block Books: 1937 

 

Block Books: 1938 
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APPLICATION MATERIALS – C  

Block Books: 1939 

 

 

 

Block Books: 1940 
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APPLICATION MATERIALS – C  

Block Books: 1941 

 

Block Books: 1942 
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APPLICATION MATERIALS – C  

Block Books: 1943 
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APPLICATION MATERIALS – D  

Building Permit: 1951 Addition 
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APPLICATION MATERIALS – E 

Site Survey: 1966 
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APPLICATION MATERIALS – E 
Site Survey: 2013 
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STAFF SUPPLEMENTAL REVIEW MATERIALS - 1  
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps: 1924-1950 Index 
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STAFF SUPPLEMENTAL REVIEW MATERIALS - 1  

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps: 1924-1950 
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STAFF SUPPLEMENTAL REVIEW MATERIALS - 1 

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps: 1924-1951 Index  

 

  



Houston Archaeological and Historical Commission Meeting Date:  February 13, 2014 

SITE LOCATION: 206 Marshall Street AGENDA ITEM: II.n 

HISTORIC DISTRICT: Westmoreland HPO File No. 140201   

   
 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
City of Houston Planning and Development Department, Community Sustainability Division page 30 of 45 
 

STAFF SUPPLEMENTAL REVIEW MATERIALS - 2 

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps: 1924-1951 
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HISTORIC AERIAL PHOTO 
1944 (Google Earth) 
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STAFF SUPPLEMENTAL REVIEW MATERIALS - 3 
HCAD Entry 
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STAFF SUPPLEMENTAL REVIEW MATERIALS - 4 
200 Block of Marshall 

 
Contributing Structures (Orange) 

 

 
 

Building Footprints (as of 2010) 
 

 
 

 
 

Location of 

subject structure 

Location of 

subject structure 
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STAFF SUPPLEMENTAL REVIEW MATERIALS – 5 
District Inventory: Contributing Secondary Structures 
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STAFF SUPPLEMENTAL REVIEW MATERIALS – 5 
District Inventory: Contributing Secondary Structures 
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STAFF SUPPLEMENTAL REVIEW MATERIALS – 5 
District Inventory: Contributing Objects and Features 
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STAFF SUPPLEMENTAL REVIEW MATERIALS - 6 
Harris County Tax Records 

 
1940 Block Book Entry 

 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lots 8 (206 Marshall) and 9 (204 Marshall) 

shown as separately owned. 

Property transfer dated 1939. 
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STAFF SUPPLEMENTAL REVIEW MATERIALS - 6 
Detail Photos 

 
Northeast Window Detail (Front Façade) 

 
 

Northwest Window Detail (Front Façade) 
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STAFF SUPPLEMENTAL REVIEW MATERIALS - 6 
Detail Photos 

 
West Window Detail 

 
 

East Window Detail 
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STAFF SUPPLEMENTAL REVIEW MATERIALS - 6 
Detail Photos 

 
Eave Detail 
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STAFF SUPPLEMENTAL REVIEW MATERIALS - 7 
Neighboring Property Photos 

 
Neighboring Property: 204 Marshall (Non-contributing) 

 
 

Neighboring Property: 210 Marshall (Contributing) 
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STAFF SUPPLEMENTAL REVIEW MATERIALS - 7 
Neighboring Property Photos 

 
Neighboring Property: 216 Marshall (Non-Contributing) 

 
 

Neighboring Property: 220 Marshall (Contributing) 
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STAFF SUPPLEMENTAL REVIEW MATERIALS - 7 
Neighboring Property Photos 

 
Neighboring Property: 222 Marshall (Contributing) 

 
 

Neighboring Property: 3702 Flora (Non-contributing) 
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STAFF SUPPLEMENTAL REVIEW MATERIALS - 7 
Neighboring Property Photos 

 
Neighboring Property: 201 Marshall (Non-contributing) 

 
 

Neighboring Property: 215 Marshall (Contributing) 
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STAFF SUPPLEMENTAL REVIEW MATERIALS - 7 
Neighboring Property Photos 

 
Neighboring Property: 217 Marshall (Contributing) 

 
 

Neighboring Property: 219 Marshall (Non-contributing) 

 


